
 
 
 
 

 

  

  

MASTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH STUDENT PRACTICUM 
PROJECT PROPOSAL AND STUDENT REQUIREMENTS 

PRECEPTOR NAME 
2 preceptors – one content 
expert and one with Masters 
in epidemiology  

PHONE & EXT. 

SERVICE AREA Health Protection   PROGRAM/TEAM 
Primary: Enteric and Zoonotic 
Infections & Epidemiology 
Secondary: STBBI 

PRECEPTOR’S MASTER DEGREE FIELD: Epidemiology   

PROJECT TITLE:   Health promotion strategies to reduce the risk of transmission of sexually 
transmitted enteric infections (STEIs) 

PROJECT OUTLINE:   
The Enteric and Zoonotic Infections (EZI) team within the Health Protection Service branch of Ottawa 
Public Health (OPH) are responsible for the timely and accurate public health management of persons 
reported to be infected with an agent of a communicable disease. This includes the case management of 
enteric infections such as Hepatitis A, shigellosis, amebiasis and giardiasis, which are transmitted via the 
fecal-oral route and therefore, also often sexually transmitted. Case management of sexually transmitted 
and blood borne infections such as chlamydia, HIV and gonorrhea, are the responsibility of case 
managers within the Sexually Transmitted and Blood Borne Infections (STBBI) unit, a separate unit from 
the EZI team. The need for cross-team integration to ensure consistent counselling for clients that have 
enteric infections that may be transmitted sexually is an increasing need, as there have been an 
increasing number of cases of sexually transmitted enteric infection (STEI) cases in Ottawa and Ontario. 
These cases may also experience more than one type of infection due to various risk behaviors, resulting 
in multiple points of contact with public health.  

Retrospective literature review by OPH staff was conducted in 2018 of the previous 10 years, dating back 
to January 2008. The intent of this review was to examine the epidemiology, risk factors and 
interventions for STEIs in Ottawa, Canada, and other similar countries. Original research, meta-analyses, 
systematic reviews, non-systematic narrative reviews reporting on acute symptomatic episodes of 
sexually-transmitted infections of the GI tract were reviewed. An environmental scan with consults to 
nearby health units was also conducted. Epidemiology of all STEIs in Ottawa were also reviewed by 
OPH epidemiologists to determine local trends. 

As a result of this review, recommendations included additional research (potential systematic review) 
and further analyses of reportable disease data. In addition, interventions such as enhanced data 
collection for cases of reportable enteric infections, more collaboration between EZI and STBBI teams, 
client education to promote awareness about STEIs and how to avoid transmission, and health 
promotion with at-risk communities and their healthcare providers were also recommended strategies for 
future consideration. 

The EZI team is interested in the best way to reach the target audience and increase awareness and 
provide education to clients to decrease transmission and burden of STEIs in Ottawa. The EZI team is 
also required to identify local sources of infections, detect and manage outbreaks and exclude those that 
have enteric infections from places of work which may put the community at risk, such as food handlers 
and health care providers. The development of tools and resources to reach the target audience and for 
internal staff use to facilitate better communication between case managers would be beneficial to 
increase this awareness and potentially decrease transmission of STEIs. The Master of Public Health  



student would be responsible for exploring options to meet these needs and work towards fulfillment of 
the recommendations provided based on the research and compilation of data described above.    
1. Will the student have the opportunity to interact with their target population?

 Yes  No 
Explain: The MPH student would have the opportunity to work with case managers who interview 

individuals who have STEIs. 

2. List the specific requirements for students.
Please identify any requirements that are essential to make this placement successful. The following will 
give you ideas regarding possible needs. Please check the appropriate boxes. 
Student transportation 

Students are expected to assume their own transportation to/from clinical/community site. 
Car required during clinical hours  - Please select only if this is an absolute requirement 
Car not required 

Language requirements 

English  spoken  written 
French  spoken  written 
Other language, specify:  spoken  written 

Special skills 

 Presentation Skills / Public speaking:  Presentation of findings to OPH staff 
 Special computer skills: Excel, Power Point, Word. Knowledge of Stata (statistical software) would 
be an asset but not required. 
 Research / Literature searches:  Although searches not needed, need to be able to consolidate 
previous research completed  
 Other, specify: 

Availability 

 Days  Evenings  Weekends     Comments: 
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