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PRCEPTOR’S MASTERS DEGREE  Master’s in Health Administration and Master’s in Geography (Environmental 

Science) 
OFFICE 
LOCATION: 

 255 Centrum Blvd. 100 Constellation Dr. 179 Clarence St.
  Other, specify:

PROJECT DETAILS

PROJECT TITLE: Assessing Accommodations for Vulnerable Populations for Extreme Heat and Cold in the City of Ottawa
PROJECT OUTLINE:
Provide an outline of the project/activities to be undertaken by the student - include project objectives, target 
group/population, activities/outputs (e.g. literature review, needs assessment, development of questionnaire, evaluation, 
etc.) and expected deliverables.

The Climate Atlas of Canada indicates that by 2051-2080, a heat wave in Ottawa could last for longer 
than 17 days. Historically, the average heat wave is 4 days. Ottawa Public Health would like to assess 
if accommodations for vulnerable populations in the City of Ottawa will be protective of extreme heat 
and cold events by conducting an inventory of requirements and initiatives to determine if there are 
risks that need to be addressed to ensure adequate adaptation to climate change forecasts.   

The objective of this project would be to develop an inventory of existing requirements and initiatives 
to assist Ottawa Public Health and the City of Ottawa ensure vulnerable residents will be adequately 
accommodated to extreme heat and cold risks.   

Target groups include older adults, infants, people experiencing homelessness, low income residents, 
outdoor workers, people with pre-existing health problems such as cardiovascular and circulatory 
diseases.   

Activities:  
1. Develop an inventory of housing types (e.g. long-term care housing, emergency shelters, 

residential service homes, group homes, etc.) and the existing requirements for heating and 
cooling standards.  

2. Assess risks to residents in different types of accommodations by conducting key informant 
interviews and interviews with subject matter experts.  Include evaluation criteria to determine 
if measure to protect are effective.   

3. Review epidemiological data on local health effects related to heat and cold events and 
morbidity and mortality data.  

4. Conduct a literature review of housing risk factors during extreme heat and cold and best 
practices for improving adaptive capacity of vulnerable groups to heat and cold.   

5. Summarize the findings in a report with a list of recommendations. 

 



                
               
               

STUDENT AND PROJECT REQUIREMENTS 
Please identify any requirements that are essential to make this placement successful. The following will give you ideas 
regarding possible needs. Please check the appropriate boxes. 

1. Comfortable interviewing people.  
2. Ability to refine data collection tool to develop a good interview tool.  
3. Ability to conduct a literature review and write a report.  

Student transportation – Students are expected to assume their own transportation to/from their clinical activities. 

Car required during clinical hours  - Please select only if this is an absolute requirement 
Car not required 

Language requirements 

English   spoken   written Comments 

French  spoken  written Comments 
Other language, specify:       spoken   written Comments 
Special skills 

 Presentation skills / Public speaking 
 Special computer skills (e.g. Excel), specify:  
 Research / Literature searches 
 Other, specify: Key informant interviews 
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